RECAPTURE  AND  RETURN       313
Consul to inform him of our situation, but it was refused on the ground that he had already been fully informed. As time passed and no communication from him reached me, I got rather depressed. I knew that we could not legally be tried, even by court-martial, unless he or his representative were present, and I began to think he must be coming up to Sanaa himself for that purpose. One day when I got them with great difficulty to take us to the public bath, of which we were much in need, we overheard a certain Colonel Riza Bey say that we were going to be tried and would certainly be hanged, which, though I did not believe it, was still rather unpleasant. Even sentenced prisoners in chains are taken to the "Hamam " in places like Sanaa.
The day after our capture I was examined by a police officer, who asked a long series of questions, which he took down with my answers to them. They told me that this examination was strictly speaking irregular in the absence of the Consular dragoman, but this formality might be dispensed with in my case on account of my knowledge of Arabic. I made no objection till I found that I was expected to sign a document written in Turkish. Most of the questions put to me were quite irrelevant. One of them was, "Who was William the Conqueror?" It arose from the difficulty that even educated Turks find in comprehending our system of family names.
With Ahmad it was otherwise. Every effort was made to get him to turn " Sultan's evidence." The Mudir himself several times cross-examined him, promising safety and reward if he would tell all he knew. Ahmad, of course, stuck to it that we were going to Marib, and had nothing to do with the Imam.
On one occasion I was escorted to my late residence, to take over from the Sheria court the property I had left there. I found, needless to say, that many things of value had disappeared. After everything that could be used as a weapon had been removed, I was allowed to send the rest of my belongings to my cell at the Hukumeh. Among the things that escaped the vigilance of the police on this occasion were a small case of surgical instruments and a four-ounce bottle of chloroform. The former came in very handy, as I dislike eating meat with-